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Introduction 

Madame/Mister Chair, honourable members of the committee, thank you for your time today. 

My name is Angela Clancy, and I am here today representing the BC Disability Collaborative, a 

group of 18 provincial organizations with experience supporting tens of thousands of children 

and youth with disabilities and complex needs. Today, I’ll be presenting three recommendations 

related to the needs of this population of BC citizens and their families. 

Recommendation 1 

In November 2022, Premier Eby stated that “…every child should have the supports they need to 

thrive.” Unfortunately, however, the current reality is that a substantial number of disabled 

children, youth, and families lack the support they need in school, home, and community 

settings. Our first recommendation is to increase disability funding for the Ministries of 

Education and Child Care and Children and Family Development. 

In a 2024 report entitled Too Many Left Behind, the Office of the Representative for Children 

and Youth estimated that at least 100,000 children and youth under the age of 18 in BC have a 

disability or support need. Of these, 51% are currently ineligible for supports from the Ministry 

for Children and Family Development, and the extent to which they receive specialized disability 

supports through the Ministry for Education and Child Care is unclear because of a lack of data. 

This contrasts dramatically with the results of a 2023 survey by the RCY that was completed by 

over 1100 families across the province, in which two-thirds of respondents agreed that current 

services do not meet their disabled child's needs. These gaps are most acute for children and 
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youth who live in rural and remote areas. Families identified both in-school and out-of-school 

services that would result in an immediate improvement, all of which require additional funding 

to the two key Ministries, Education and Children and Family Development. 

Recommendation 2 

Additional funding to the Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills is required to 

support workforce recruitment, training, and retention of professionals who provide supports to 

disabled children and youth. 

In the 2023 RCY survey, the top out-of-school priority identified by families of disabled children 

and youth under age 12 was access to speech-language, occupational, and physiotherapists, 

behaviour analysts, sign language interpreters, and deafblind Intervenors. Across all age groups, 

families identified focused literacy and math instruction by specialist teachers and educational 

assistants as the top in-school priorities. Additionally, the BCDC convened 42 provincial 

organizations in June 2024 to discuss a path forward for children and youth with support needs.  

One of the primary recommendations was to boost funding for current child development and 

other community-based providers to provide therapy services across all age ranges. A substantial 

allocation of funding for additional faculty at BC colleges and universities is required to enable 

the admission of additional applicants to programs that prepare professionals in these key 

occupations.  

Recommendation 3 

Our final recommendation is to provide increased funding through the Ministry of Health for 

counselling and other mental health supports. 

In the 2023 RCY survey, the top out-of-school priority identified by families of disabled children 

and youth between ages 13-18 was mental health counselling supports. Mental health supports 

for caregivers and family members was identified as a top priority across the age range from 0-
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18. All nine families involved in the recent “I am one of them” campaign sponsored by my 

organization mentioned mental health supports as significantly lacking. Such supports must be 

provided by professionals with who understand disability and are able to deliver disability-

competent treatments. None of the publicly-funded mental health supports in BC currently meet 

these criteria.  

In 2022, Premier Eby said, “We are focused on listening to families of children and youth with 

support needs. We will work collaboratively with all partners to make sure our services work for 

every child.” We appreciate this commitment, and it is in this spirit that we present our concerns 

and recommendations. 

Thank you for your time. I would be happy to answer questions. 

 

 


